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I. Background and ra9onale 

 
Every year, millions of people are displaced in the context of disasters and the adverse effects of 
climate change. According to the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC), nearly 29.9 
million new or repeated disaster displacements were recorded across 140 countries and territories 
in 2025, a majority of which were weather and climate-related1. This is above the annual average of 
24 million over the past 15 years. The Americas recorded more than 4.3 million internal disaster 
displacements, mostly as a result of an excepMonal Pacific tsunami alert, a high-intensity Caribbean 
hurricane and early-onset wildfires. Pre-empMve evacuaMons accounted for at least 52 per cent of 
the total number of disaster displacements in the region, underscoring the role of early warning 
systems and emergency preparedness in shaping displacement paPerns. If pre-empMve evacuaMons 
oQen represent an effecMve life-saving measure, it may also turn into protracted internal 
displacement, for instance when areas of origin have become uninhabitable or too dangerous for 
human habitaMon.  
 
The figure includes people who have been forced to leave their homes in the context of hydrological, 
meteorological and geophysical events such as earthquakes, wildfires, floods and storms as well as 
slow-onset hazards such as drought. ScienMfic evidence confirms that climate and weather extremes 
are intensifying in frequency and severity, increasingly driving displacement across all regions. 
Without substanMal progress on climate adaptaMon and risk reducMon, the scale and complexity of 
disaster-related displacement will conMnue to grow. 
 

 
1 Pls see IDMC’s flagship report Global Report on Internal Displacement 2026 (GRID) h?ps://www.internal-
displacement.org/global-report/grid2026/ 



LaMn America and the Caribbean (LAC) experience significant internal displacement linked to 
disasters and the adverse effects of climate change, oQen intersecMng with structural vulnerability, 
rapid urbanizaMon, inequality, and governance challenges. In many situaMons, displacement 
becomes prolonged and soluMons remain out of reach due to barriers related to housing, land, 
livelihoods, access to services, protecMon, financing, and mulM-level coordinaMon. 
 
While many displaced people can return following a sudden-onset disaster, others oQen remain in 
protracted displacement situaMons, parMcularly when their place of origin has seen major damage, 
become uninhabitable, and when extreme environmental degradaMon adversely affects the 
possibility to resume previous lifestyles, livelihoods and economic acMvity, or when resources to 
rebuild in areas of origin are lacking. The number of people internally displaced by disasters is 
expected to rise in the coming decades as more and more areas become uninhabitable due to the 
adverse effects of climate change.  
 
TradiMonal approaches and policy opMons for finding soluMons to internal disaster displacement are 
not set up or well prepared in meeMng this challenge. Internal disaster displacement is sMll 
predominantly addressed through short-term humanitarian responses rather than development and 
climate acMon. Without a transiMon from humanitarian measures to climate-resilient and 
development-oriented measures that are rights-based, government led, community-based and long-
term, it will be harder to prevent, address and resolve large-scale internal displacement occurring in 
the context of disasters and the adverse effects of climate change.  
 
This Regional Expert ConsultaMon aims to discuss and address these challenges. It is part of a larger 
project on “New Approaches and Policy Op4ons for Durable Solu4ons in Disaster Displacement 
Contexts” implemented by the Pla\orm on Disaster Displacement (PDD) and supported by BMZ 
(HereinaQer project). The overall aim of the project is to develop recommendaMons on new 
approaches and policy opMons for durable soluMons in disaster displacement contexts. The project 
seeks to establish bePer understanding of protracted disaster displacement, idenMfy effecMve 
pracMces and to develop and discuss the potenMal of new approaches to soluMons in internal disaster 
displacement situaMons. It comes at a Mme when the global funding crisis and the on-going United 
NaMons reform process require new thinking.  
 
PDD partner for this Regional Expert ConsultaMon with the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre 
(IDMC), the global authoritaMve source of data and analysis on internal displacement, also a member 
of the PDD Advisory CommiPee and partner of the above-menMoned project. IDMC is currently 
implemenMng acMviMes in LaMn America and the Caribbean (LAC) as part of the project on 
“Enhancing preven4on, risk reduc4on and response to disaster and climate-related displacement 
worldwide” funded by the Directorate-General for InternaMonal Partnerships (INTPA). The project 
aims to reduce displacement risks and impacts through improved data and evidence, naMonal and 
regional capacity strengthening and dialogues.  
 
The Regional Expert ConsultaMon will in parMcular consider and consult 2 draQ documents 
developed as part of the PDD-led project, namely: 1) a draQ Policy Paper on New Approaches and 
Policy OpMons for Durable SoluMons in Disaster Displacement Contexts (hereinaQer Policy Paper) 
and 2) a Global Study on SituaMons of Protracted Displacement in the Context of Disaster and the 
adverse Effects of Climate (HereinaQer Global Study). ParMcipants will be invited to idenMfy and 
share examples of effecMve pracMces and jointly develop recommendaMons on new approaches to 



durable soluMons based on the background documents and drawing on regional experience and 
experMse.   
 
The Regional Expert ConsultaMon will also support the implementaMon of the Chile Plan of AcMon 
2024-2035 of the Cartagena+40 Process. Among its objecMves, the Plan aims to facilitate policy-
expert dialogue to review progress, idenMfy challenges and strengthen coordinaMon among States 
and key partners in addressing disaster and climate-related displacement.  
 

II. Objec9ves of the Regional Expert Consulta9on  
 
The overall objecMve of the Regional Expert ConsultaMon is to convene a small group of government 
representaMves, naMonal and regional experts and pracMMoners and develop recommendaMons on 
new approaches to durable soluMons in disaster displacement contexts in LaMn America and the 
Caribbean region. 
 
Specific objecMves of the Regional Expert ConsultaMon are: 
 

• Present and discuss the latest data and evidence on internal disaster displacement in LaMn 
America and the Caribbean (Global Report on Internal Displacement 2026). 

• Consider and consult on findings and recommendaMons of the draQ Policy Paper on New 
Approaches and Policy OpMons for Durable SoluMons in Disaster Displacement Contexts and 
the Global Study on SituaMons of Protracted Displacement in the Context of Disaster and the 
adverse Effects of Climate. 

• IdenMfy challenges and effecMve pracMces on soluMons in the LAC region related to data and 
evidence, legal and policy frameworks, insMtuMonal arrangements and coordinaMon, and 
financing.   

• Encourage dialogue among and with governments to generate poliMcal aPenMon and 
promote peer-to-peer learning on internal disaster and climate-related displacement. 

• Develop recommendaMons on new approaches and policy opMons on soluMons (Outcome 
Document), to inform naMonal acMon as well as relevant regional and internaMonal 
processes such as the implementaMon of the Chile DeclaraMon and AcMon Plan 2024-2034, 
the United NaMons Framework ConvenMon on Climate Change (UNFCCC), and the run-up to 
the revision of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk ReducMon (2015-2030) etc. 

 
 

III. Methodology and expected results  

The Regional Expert Consultation will consist of panel presentations (e.g. short Keynote 
interventions) and discussions in moderated plenary sessions as well as group discussions. 
Participants will be asked to come prepared by familiarizing themselves with relevant background 
documents (e.g. Policy Paper and Global Study) and to be ready to share ideas and experiences, 
identify effective practices and present them. Recommendations and input to the outcome 
document will be formulated in group work and considered in plenary.  

Expected results: Regional Expert Consultation Outcome Document on: 

o Key data gaps and proposals to address them; 
o Legal/policy/finance gaps and enabling options; 



o A prioritized set of “new approaches” recommendations;  
o Summary of conclusions (Outcome Document). 

IV. Par9cipants  

The Regional Expert Consultation will consist of 25-30 participants with expertise in areas of: 

• Internal displacement, durable solutions, and protection approaches in disaster/climate 
change contexts. 

• Disaster risk management, climate adaptation, housing/land/territorial planning, 
livelihoods and social protection. 

• Data, measurement and profiling (including operational and statistical challenges). 
• Legal and policy frameworks related to internal displacement, disaster risk reduction (DRR), 

environment, land tenure, housing, and human mobility. 

Profile of participants:  

• Government representatives; Academics and applied researchers with current work in the 
region; 

• Independent experts / practitioners; 
• Representatives of specialized UN entities and international, regional and national 

organizations. 

A. Other Administrative Details  

The Regional Expert Consultation Workshop will be organized by the PDD Secretariat in 
collaboration with IDMC. The organizers have funding to cover the travel and accommodation costs 
for a limited number of participants. The workshop will run for 1.5 days, concluding over lunch on 
the second day. 

 

 



V. Agenda 

Day 1, Wednesday, 22 July 2026 

Full-day session 

Time Session 
08:30 - 09:00 Registration and coffee 

  
09:00 - 09:20 Opening session 

 
-Professor Walter Käelin, Envoy of the Chair, Platform on Disaster Displacement (PDD). 
-Ambassador Izabela Matusz, Head of the EU Delegation to Panama. 
-Opening remarks by GIZ/BMZ/Government of Germany (TBC). 
  

09:20 - 09:35 Objectives, methodology, and expected outcomes of the consultation 
Presents: PDD 
 

09:35 - 10:00 Mapping expertise in the room: participant introductions 
Presents: PDD 
 

10:00 - 10:30 Presentation of the project and background documents 
Presents: PDD 
 

10:30 - 11:00 FRAMING SESSION 1: What do we know and what do we still not know about disaster 
displacement?  
 
Data, trends and dynamics in Latin America and the Caribbean -20 min 
Presents: IDMC 
 
Practical guide for the production of harmonized statistics on forced displacement and 
migration in Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) – 10 min 
Presents: IDMC 

11:00 - 11:30 Coffee break 

11:30 - 12:15 FRAMING SESSION 2: Protracted disaster displacement: a global review of the state of 
knowledge 
Presents: PDD 
 

12:15 - 13:00 EXPERT DIALOGUE 1: Why does displacement become protracted in disaster and 
climate change contexts in Latin America and the Caribbean? 
  

13:00 - 14:30 Lunch 
14:30 - 15:30 EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCES: Solutions from the start: How to improve the 

humanitarian response? 
  



15:30 - 16:30 THEMATIC GROUP WORK: From humanitarian to development approaches 
  

16:30 - 16:45 Coffee break 
16:45 – 17: 15 Day 1 wrap-up & Plenary read-out: First set of recommendations  

 

Day 2, Thursday, 23 July 2026 

Half-day session 

Time Session 
09:00 - 09:15 Recap of Day 1 

 
09:15 - 10:00 PLENARY DISCUSSION: What makes a solu9on truly durable? 

 
10:00 - 11:00 EXPERT DIALOGUE 2: from recommenda9ons to implementa9on 

 
11:00 - 11:30 Coffee break 

 
11:30 - 12:15 Bridge session: regional and international processes that can move the agenda 

forward 
 

12:15- 13:00 Plenary discussion on recommendations, closing and next steps 
 

13:00 – 14:30 Lunch 
 
 
With the generous support of: 
 
     

 

 

 


